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O Earth, 1 earth, bear the word If the 
Which by bis divine providence, and 
ha nr delire of our dear brother, your 
late Miniſter, with a view to improve the preſent 
mournful. providence, T am now to read to you, 
and which you will find recorded in the ſecond 
chapter of the Acts of the d N and the 
28th verſe. | 


THOU HAST MADE KNOWN TO ME THE Ways 
or Lirz, THOU SHALT MAKE ME FULL OF 
Joy wirn THY COUNTENANCE. 


EAT H, judgment, and eternity, are aw- 
ful ſubjects, ſubjects of terror to the un- 
godly, but in which the godly rejoice, though it 
be with trembling ; and theſe awful ſubjects are 
always profitable for our meditation, but in a pe- 
culiar manner they ſhould be attended to, when- 
ever we come to the houſe of God. 

It is our wiſdom to attend to every part of the 
worſhip” of God, as thoſe that muſt ſhortly die, 
and who after death muſt come to judgment; and 
if in the houſe of God at one time more than 
another, theſe awful themes are to be artended ro, 
it ſurely ſnould be at ſuch a time as this; when we 
are met together to improve ſo awtul a providence 

$ that which now aſſembles us; even the death of 
2 miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, who 
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not long ſince delighted us with his voice in de- 
claring the good news of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and inſtrufted us in thoſe things that concern our 
eternal peace; but who is now no more in this 
world, and yet being dead, till ſpeaks-unto us. 
He now calls loudly upon us to prepare to meet 
our God, and, as it were, ſays, ** ye mult ſhortly 
follow, be ye therefore alſo ready. 

There is no doubt, when he d-fired theſe words 
to be made uſe of as an improvement ef his death, 
but that he had ſome happy-experience of them in 
his own ſoul, and was fully perſuaded that the full 
accompliſhment of them would be his happy en- 
joyment to. all. eternity. He had already taſted 
the excellency of the path of life, and the good- 
| neſs of God ; he had experienced the Joy of God's 
8 cCsountenance, but he was longing to have the full 

beeatific viſion in the world above; and, as a glori- 

ous teſtimony that wiſdom's ways are ways of plea- 

ſantneſs, and all her paths are peace; as a decla- 

ration, that, „happy are the people that are in 

«ſuch a caſe, and bleſſed is that man whoſe God 

« is the Lord; he defired that à portion of 

ſcripture, excellent and full of comfort as this is, 

might be made uſe of to call upon his brethren to 

rejoice 'in hope of the glory of God, and. to 

ſtir up his fellow-mortals to follow the ſame happy 

track, to ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and his 

righteouſneſs, in hope that all other things ſhall 

be added to-them ; and that the ſame God that had 

I | been his God and his guide, even unto: death 

might guide us by his counſel, and afterwards: re 

| ct ive us to glory. 
In , more particularly diſcourſing from theſq 
words, we propoſe ö 
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Firrſt, To obſerve, that they were originally ape 


28 to N and had thei "GEE 
in him. | 


nee i wit, Seeomy, Whatis geoes 
rally to be undetſtood by me r Boe" 


© Thirdly, Obſerve how it is'tha e 
bis people theſe ways. Rn | 


© 'Ehquire in the next plats, What' we: are eon. 


derſtand by Goti's Colemtenance. 


And laftly, Stew the happineſs of Wes his 
are made full of joy therewith;—— We will then 
ſpeak more directly concerning our dear brother 
departed, and endeavor at ſome more particular 
improvement of the whole: and this vill we eds 
as our God ſhall help. 4 er n 
_ Theſe words were origins quotation from 
the 16th pfalm, and the Jaft verſe, where 'the 
pſalmitſt ſays, Thou'wilt ſhew -whyy path of life: 
« In thy preſence is fulnefs of joy: At thy right 
wo Naga” are pleaſures for Wenge And theſe 
words are quoted by the apoſtle, who, in this 
chapter, declares unto us, that they had their ac- 
compliſiment in the perſon of Chriſt, and that 
David before ſaw that God would raiſe up his Son 
from the dead. And therefore thus ſpake. 


There is firſt this to be obſerved concerning the 


quoration itſelf, That it is not verbatim, or exactly 
according to what is written in the pſalms; it is 
there (aid, ** thou wilt ſhew me the path of life :” 


| | ie is bete faid, thou haſt made known to 
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« me the ways of life; declaring, that as before it 
was not accompliſhed, ſo now it was, and the reaſon 
of the alteration is evident; when the royal pſalmiſt 
ſpake after that manner : it was before the coming 
of Chriſt, and conſequently before his reſurrec- 
tion; then it was to be ſet forth as ſomewhat that 
was to be accompliſhed, and it is mentioned in 
the futur tenſe. But when the apoſtle ſpake theſe 
words, he made uſe of the ſame expreſſion in the 
paſt tenſe, becauſe before that time in which he 
ſpake Chriſt had finiſhed falvation ; he had com- 
leated the work of the.redemption of his people, 
had made an end of their fin, and brought in for 
them an everlaſting righteouſneſs. And therefore 
it is ſaid here, Thou haſt ſhewed me, or made 
% known to me the ways of life, thou ſhalt make 
c me full of joy with thy countenance.” And it 
is to be obſerved further, as theſe words have their 
accompliſhment in Chriſt, ſo it was in this ſenſe 
that the Lord ſhewed to him the ways of life, be- 
cauſe he raiſed him from the dead, as the apoſtle 
ſaid in another place, it was impoſſible for Chriſt 
to be holden by death; when he had finiſhed 
the work of redemption ; when he had atoned for 
our fin ; when he had fully ſatisfied divine juſtice, 
it was then impoſſible that he could be holden by 
the bands of death any longer; and therefore, 
like a ſpiritual Sampſon, he burſt the bands of 
death, be carried away the very gates of death 
themſelves, 4+. he. aſcended up on high, and led 
* captivity. captive.” And when this was done, 
1 heavenly Father ſhewed him the ways of 
life. | 
It was alſo a fulfilment of that promiſe in the 


53d of Ifaiah, and 11th verſe, where ic was ſaid 
| | con- 


E 7 
| contre. as hen, that « he ſhould ſee of the 
travel of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied” © This 
was i accompliſhed when God made him full of 
Joy (according to the text) with his countenance, 
when he admitted him into the heavenly regions, 
and. when that was ſaid concerning the glorious' 
Jeſus, Lift up your heads, ye gates; be ye lift up, 
«ye everlaſting doors, and the King of glory 
<« ſhall come in. i Then it was that Chriſt ſaw of 
the travel of his ſoul, and was fatisfied ; he was 
then admitted into heaven, not as a private perſon 
only, but as the head and repreſentative of his 
le, as an everlaſting token that all his peo- 
ple ſhall be admitted there likewiſe ; and __ not 
a hoof. of them ſhall be left behind. 

And ſo it was remarkably fulfilled in the a 
Jeſus, when all the fruit of his labor was enjoyed 
by him in the glorious exaltation to which he is 
now advanced at the right hand of God; for 
becauſe he humbled himſelf, therefore “ God 
& hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
« which is above every name, that at the name of 
„ Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, and every tongue 
& ſhould confels that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the 

„ glory of God the Father.” In this view of the 
text, Chriſt had the paths or ways of life ſhewed 
to him, and made known unto him; and the Lord, 
his heavenly Father, made him full of joy with his 
countenance. | 

But that which is true of Chriſt, is in ſome 
meaſure true of his members; for Chrilt and his 
people are one ; his Father is their Father, and his 
God is their God; they are all bleſſed in him 
with ſpiritual bleſſings : and remember. chriſtian, 


that as Chriſt is heir of God, thou art a Joint heir 
| with 


12 
with Chriſt ; and all the good things of God him- 
ſelf, fo far as they are communicable, and fo far 
as they need to be communicated for thy happi- 
neſs, thou ſhalt have communicated unto thee ; 
according to thy ſeveral wants in the fulneſs of 
time; and hence it is that this portion of ſcripture, 
which, in its original meaning, was applicable more 
directly to the perſon, of Chriſt, is applicable to 
alt the members of Chriſt. And our dear brother, 
confident of this, was led to apply it to his own 
ſeu}, to put his, truſt and confidence therein, and 
to make his boaſt in it all the day long. 


I I ſhall now proceed to enquire in a more general 
ſenſe, what is' to be underftood by the ways of 
life. Thou haſt made known to me the ways 
« of life.“ Every ſoul that has been converſant 
with the word of God, that accounts it more than 
his neceſſary feed, and that has found it to be 
ſweeter to his taſte than honey or the honey-comb, 
will naturally be led to anticipate che thought, 
and will eaſily conclude that Chriſt is the way of 
life: for there is not one poor ſinner that is now 
in the preſence of God, that has cver found life any 
other way, nor of all the human race that ever have 
lived, or that ever ſhall live, not one of them ever 
found or ſhall find life but in and by Jeſus Chriſt: 


ho tells us himſelf in the xivth of John and 6th verſe, 


lam the way, the truth, and the life.“ All ſpiritual 
life comes to us from the fulneſs of Jeſus; all ſal- 
vation from hell is through the redemption of his 

recious blood; and if by divine grace we are 
brought to heaven at laſt, we ſhall to all eternity 
praiſe the glorious Jeſus for taking all the obſtacles 
out of the way, and for bringing us to the enjoy- 


ment of God in heaven; fo that Chriſt in an em- 
phatic 
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hatic ſenſe, is the way of life. To be ſhewn 
Chrilt, and to be made acquainted with Chriſt, 
to know him, and the power of his relſurrection, 
and the loud of his ſufferings is to know the 
way of life: hence it, was that Paul, ſaid, ““ for 
«© to. me, to. live, is Chriſt , and to die, f is gain.“ 
But the ways of life (as it is here in the plural 
number). includes. alſo, the way of true religion, 
the way of godlineſs; or as the ſcripture calls it, 
the way of righteouſneſs,” Thus it is fid.in 
the .12th,of | Proverbs, and 28th verſe, {© In the 
<< way of righteouſneſs is life, and in the path- 
way thereot, there is no death.” By the way 
of righteouſneſs, there, is intended true religion, 
the fear of God, the experience of the ſaints, and 
that which paſſes in the ſoul of the convetfted'man. 
If we know what it is to be born again, we know 
ſomething of the way of life, which is the way of 
righteouſneſs. When God regenerates our ſouls, 
when he makes us new creatures in Chriſt Jeſus, 
he then leads us to Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and not 
only imputes that to us, but he imparts righteoul- 
neſs/to our ſouls. In other words, he begins and 
carries on a work of ſanRifitation; ſo that to be 
acquainted with true religion, to be converted to 
God, to be made a new creature in Jeſus Chriſt, to 
have old things paſſed away, and to have all things 
become new, to have all this brought into our 
1 is to know, ſomewhat of the way of life. 
This is the way of life, and there is no coming 
0 heaven without this experience; all profeſſion 
will do nothing for us without this; and all the 
vain notions that we bring into the world with us, 
or that we entertain of ſalety without this, will all 
es like the el of the e and whatever 
Gs we 
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| ! we may conceive of, of however deceive ourſelves, 
5 the word of Chriſt will ſtill hold good.“ Except 
5 © a man be born again he cannot fee the Kings 
| „ dom of God.” 
| Fhe way of life alſo is the wa ng wiſdom, or 
iſdom's ways z concerning which, ſuch exceſſent 
ings are ſaid in the 3d chapter of the Proverbs, 
where we are told, that?“ wiſdom's ways are ways 
« of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace ;“ and 
it is ſaid of wiſdom's ways in the 18th verſe of that 
chapter, that ſhe is a tree of life to thoſe that retain 
her, to thoſe that follow her, and to thoſe that love 
her. And the reaſon that wiſdom's ways is the 
way of life, or that the way of life is called by that 
name,, is, becauſe Chriſt is the wiſdom, as well as 
the power of God, and becauſe it is our wiſdom to 
part with all for Chriſt. There is not a wife man in 
the world but the true Chriſtian, We are not 
oing to intimate but that there are many men of 
great wiſdom, of a natural kind, and very com- 
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they may be well acquainted with the various re- 
1 volutigns of the ſtars, may have much knowle 

| | of the heavenly bodies, and be well” ſkilled in the 

learned languages; % and all theſe things are very 

£00d in their place. But no man is truly wiſe unto 

{alvation but the true chriſtian ;, and all heir wiſ- 

dom will not ſave the ſoul. Vain man would 

ebe wiſe though he be born like the wild afs's 

colt,“ So that if ye would know who is the 

truly, wiſe mar, find our the poor finer that has 

felt biweehk loft and undone, and has ſeen fach' an 

. excellency. in Chriſt that be Uefires to count” all 

x ings but loſs and dung for the excellency of the 

knowlege of him. He is a man poffeſſed of 

ſterling wiſdom. His wiſdom will abide for 
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ever, and will terminate in everlaſting bliſs, in the 


enjog ment of God in heaven. 
We may add further, the death of a chriſtian, 
the death of a godly man, the death of a heaven- 
born foul, is the way of life. It is well faid, 
(though often improperly applied to unconverted 
wen] Mors janua wit, i, e. Death is the gate of 
life. It is ſo to the chriſtian, but it is ſo to none 
elſe; becauſe as ſoon as ever the chriſtian dies. 
+ the day of his death is better than the day of 
% his birth.“ He bids an eternal adieu to all the 
troubles of the world ; he loſes his body of fin and 
death; he is ſet at an everlaſting diſtance from all 
that troubled his ſoul; he goes where © the wicked 
$* ceaſe from troubling, where the weary are for 
ever at reſt; and he enters into the full enjoy- 
ment of eternal life. 0) 

And is this the caſe, chriſtian ? Then if thou haſt 
fed to Chriſt for refuge from death, which thou 
art ſo apt to fear, and that thou art ſometimes ſo 
much in bondage through the fear of. Death, is 
then to thee one of the ways of life, and it is that 
way by which thy God will bring thee into his 
preſence, where is fullneſs of joy, and at whoſe 
right hand are pleaſures for evermore. | 

We will only add further concerning the way of 
life, that God's raiſing his people's bodies from the 
grave, is alſo the way of life. This is evidently 
included in the expreſſion, for it was accompliſhed 
as to the perſon of Chriſt, in his reſurrection 
from the dead; and fo it is accompliſhed-in reſ- 


pect to the Lord's people, in his raiſing their bo- 


dies from the grave. For it is thy comfort, be- 
liever, and if it was not for the weakneſs of thy 


faith it would be more thy comfort * that this mor- 
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« tal ſhall put on immortality, this corruption 
e ſhall-purt on incorruption, and that ſay ing will 
«© will be fulfilled, Death is ſwallowed up in vic- 
„ tory.” Yea if thou haſt the leaſt faith in a 
precious Chriſt, if he is precious to thy ſoul, thou 
mayeſt well take up the triumph, and ſay, 4 O 
« death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy 
« victory ? the . ſting of death is fin, amd -the 
„ ſtrength of fin is the law, but thanks be to God 
* who giveth us the victory through Jeſus Chriſt 
* our Lord,” Yes, believer, thy body muſt ſhortly 
return to the duſt from whence it was taken, and 
then thou wilt have reaſon to ſay, (or thy ſur- 
viving brethren of thee) that Corruption is thy 
father, and the worm is thy Tiſter and th) 
de mother.” But the ſcattered atoms of thy dull 
are precious in the ſight of God, his eye of omnt 
ſcience will ſtill attend to, and recollect them; and 
thou ſhalt appear again, and in thy fleſh' (as Job 
ſayeth) thou ſhalt ſee G. 
And we might well obſerve concerning the way 
of life in general, eſpecially looking ar Chriſt and 
godlineſs, as the ways of life, that it is a narrow 
way. © Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way 


. 


, that leads to te, and few there be that ſind it.“ 


There are à great number of profeſſors who en- 
deavor to make God's way broader than it is, «but 
in vain, are all their. attempts; by ſtriving" to 
make Gos way broadef than it is, they get out of 
his way, or in derd, and in truth, they were many 
of them never in it: but God's ways arè the ſame 
ſtill. P.ofeſſor, there is no room in that way for 
thy ſin; no room forthe world; there is no room 


for thine owa righteouſneſs; no room for any 
thing but the foul and its infirmities; there indeed 
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thou mayeſt glory in infirmities, that the power of 
Chriſt may reſt upon chee. And it is not only a 
narrow way, but it is a thorny way, a way of tri- 
bulation. The faithfulneſs of Chriſt is to be ob- 
ſerved when he told his diſciples the way they were 
to walk in; he told them alſo, in the world ye 
4e ſhall have tribulation ;"* and wie do not endeavor 
to deceive poor ſinners; by making them think that 
religion is attended with leſs trouble than it really 
is; we fear not to ſay that all who would live godly 
in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution. But what 
then? Underneath are the everlaſting arms. Our 
« light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
„ worketh- for us a+ far more exceeding; and an 
e eternal weight of glory; and as the hyma 
ſays, ng Cy mne Ht: Mg fot 
4 v3 10 [2 4 Sage: ek 
There's ſomething ſecret ſweetens all. 
And] Above your higheſt mirth, _ _ 
Our ſaddeſt hours we prize “.“ 
Nou theſe ate the ways of life. The pfſalmiſt 
was hoping and truſting that God would ſhew him 
theſe ways; and the apoſtle tells us that it was 
accompliſhed in the teſurrection of Chriſt, and is 
now fulfilled in a glorious ſenſe reſpecting our 
dear brother, who choſe theſe words, and it is fill 
to be accompliſhed concerning many of God's 
dear people. There is alſo a ſenſe in which the 
Lord makes known to us the ways of life. Aud, 
Firſt, The Lord makes known to us the 
ways of life. He has done it in this reſpect in the 
coming of Chriſt; when Chriſt came imo the 
| world 3 
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world; when he was born upos the earth; 1 
he was God manifeſt in fleſh ; when his name ap» 
peared to be Emmanuel, which being interpreted 
is Cod with us; he was then made known to us 
as the way of life ; God then revealed his San, and, 
the grace of God which bringeth ſalvation 
*« hath appeared unto all men, teaching us, that 
1 denying ungodlineſs and wad laſts, we 
„ ſhould live ſoberly, - righteouſly and godly, in 
* this preſent world. The preaching of the goſ- 
pel alſo is a making known the ways of life, only 
there are many that hear (but bleſſed only are they 
that know the joyful ſound) but all thoſe thac 
have any ſaving view of the ways of life made 
known to them; they are fo made known by the 
teaching of God's Spirit according to that ex- 
preſſion of St. Paul, in the 4th chapter of the 2d 


of Corinthians, and 6th verſe, God ho, com- 


<< manded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath 
<« ſhined into our hearts, to give us the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
* of Jeſus Chriſt.” The apoſtle"there compares 
God's work upon the ſoul, to the work of crea- 
tion. And the truth of the matter is, That ve 
are God's workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto good works; the ſame God, that by his di- 
vine fiat brought all things in the viſible creation 
into being; by his powerful word creates us anew; 
ſpeaks 12 into our ſouls; begins and carries on the 
good work : and when this is the caſe, the Lord 


makes known ro us the way of life; when the 
ſame Jeſus that is preached in the goſpel, is preach- 


eu oy Chrift's Spirit voto our hearts, and is formed 
in our hearts the hope of glory. 
0 | This 
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This is the very quinteſſence of chriſtian ex- 
perience, the very lite and power of religion. All 
religion that reſts ſhort of this is ſcarce worthy the 
name of religion; and thoſe are really acquainted 
with the ways of life, who have them thus revealed 
to their ſouls by the Spirit of God, ho are con- 
vinced of their undone condition, are made ſen- 
ſible that by nature they are dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſin, and are undone for ever without Chriſt, and 
have ſuch a view of themſelves and of him as the 
way of life, that they defire with their whole heart 
to be ſaved by him, and by him alone; and to be 
enabled to walk in him, as the glorious way to 
God, and to the kingdom of heaven. And when 
the Spirit of God thus makes known Chriſt to us, 
we then begin to know the way of righteouſneſs ; 
we then begin to know the ways of wiſdom ; we 
then enter into the path of ſalvation, and go on 
in our heavenly race, till we come to paſs Jordan, 
have fought a good fight, have finiſhed our courſe, 
and are brought to the enjoyment of the crown of 
life, which faderh not away. And the ſame God 
that doth ſhew vs the ways of life, he ſhews more 
and more of them. Thus it is ſaid, The path 


of the juſt man is as the ſhining light that ſhineth 


„ more and more unto the perfect day.“ We 
not only want one ſight of the way of lite, but we 
want continual views, eſpecially of Chriſt, and 
hence we are exhorted . To lay aſide every weight 
and the fin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and to 
s run with patience the race that is ſet before us, 
« Jooking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of 
our faith,” Nn v0 

This is thy great buſineſs, (inner; this is thy 
great buſineſs, chriſtian, to look unto Jefus; could 


— 


we 
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we look more, we ſhould not ſo often indulge 
our unbelief, we ſhould , glorify God more, and 
our walk and converſation, would be mote as be- 
cometh the goſpel of Chriſt. And when the Lord 
raiſes his people from the dead, that is, When he 
raiſes their bodies from the grave, which he will do 
at the laſt day, he then ſhews them the ways of life: 
becauſe they then will behald Chriſt as they neyer 
did before. Heaven is but to enjoy Chriſt! there 
is no heaven like a perfect view of the Lamb. of 
God: And hence the apoſtle ſaid, © No ate ve 
A the ſons of God, but it doth not yet appear what 
e ſhall be; but we know that when he ſhall 


appear, we. ſhall be like him, for wi / ſhall ke. 


de himfas he is.“ And thoſe: that have ſeen the 
beaurjuot: Chriſt, and have had the beauty of the, 
world eclipſed by che ſight of him, they will want 
no other heaven, they will be abundantly ſatisfied, 
with the full; and transforming view of bim who is 
the chiefeſt good, Who is white and ruddy, and 
who'is altogether lovely. And, indeed, eye hath 
not ſcen, nor car heard, nor hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceiye what a glorious view, 
we ſhall have in heaven of Jeſus Chriſt: but we 
know that che ſight of him will create fullneſs, of 
joy, atid pleaſure for evermore. Then we ſhail 


drink, and drink cur fill of che ſtreams of that 


river which malærth glad the city of God. 

We were to enquire alſo what is meant by God's 
cautitenance'; for the apoſtle here, from the. plal- 
wilt; not only ſays, that Thou haſt ſheun me 
the ways of lite, but thou, ſhalt make me, full 
of joy with thy countenance.” And if we would 
know whether the latter patt of the text will be 
accompliſhed ta our ſouls, we ſhould enquire whe⸗ 
2 . ther 
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ther the Lord has ſhewn to us the path of life, or 
the way of life. If we have ever ſeen Chriſt ſo 
as to be in. love with him, if he is the perſon whom 
our ſouls love, if our hearts are ſet upon him, if 
we deſire him above all; and can ſay with the pſal- 
miſt, ** Lord, whom have J in heaven but thee,, 
« a: d there is none upon earth I defire in com- 
© pariſon of thee!” we may then conclude, That 
there is. not a rich promiſe in the whole word of 
God, but is yea and amen in Jeſus Chriſt to our 
ſouls, to the glory of God. And remember, 
chriſtian, if this be thy ſtate, though thy faith 
be ever ſo weak, though thy heart ſhould be ever 
ſo bad, and though thy ſoul be fo barren, that 
thou haſt reaſon to cry out, O my leanneſs, my 
* leanneſs!” If Chriſt is precious to thy ſovl, 
thou haſt reaſon to ſay, (whether that injurious bar 
of unbelief will let thee or not) That the Lord ſhall 
make thee full of joy with his countenance. 

By God's Countenance is principally meant 
the ſame ſeſus, that we have before obſerved, is the 
great way of life; becauſe I need not tell you, 
that God, as a Spirit, has no countenance. Coun- 
tenance and face are the ſame; and the word, in the 
original, in the pſalms, is face“; Thou wilt make 
** me full of joy with, (or) in thy preſence; in thy 
face is fulnets of joy :” and it is eaſy to obſerve, 
that when God makes uſe ot ſuch metaphors, when 
he ſpeaks of his hand and of his eye, thele expreſ- 
ſions are to repretent ſomething to us of a ſpizitual 
nature, which on account of our dark underſtand- 
ings is ſet torth to us by thoſe things that we are 
able to comprehend. Now, then, as the counte- 
nance of. a man is the excellency of the man, and 
the glory of the man; ſo by. God's countenance is 

+ tie” | meant 
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meant the glory of God, or the excellency of 
God; and the ſcripture tells us that this is Chriſt. 
Thus it is ſaid in the iſt of Hebrews, and 3d 
verſe, © He is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, 
„and the expreſs image of his perſon.” The ſcrip- 
ture is never fearful of giving too much honour to 
Chriſt, however ſome men may be inclined to that 
in the preſent day. The ſcripture {peaks of Chriſt 
in the moſt high terms; and well it may, for it 
was the Spirit of Chriſt that inſpired the whole of 
it, and Chriſt is the grand ſum and ſubſtance 
thereof, 

The ſcripture has no being that it delights to ho- 
nor but Jeſus Chriſt, ** for in him dwells the ful- 
s neſsof theGodi::ad bodily.” And when the [crip- 
tures honor Chri't, they honor the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, all the Three divine 
Perſons are honored when Chriſt is honored ; and 
ſo it is ſaid of Chriſt, that he is nor only the glory 
of the Father, but ** the brightneſs of his glory, 
% and the expreſs image ot his perſon.” 

Cbriſt, then is God's countenance, God's excel- 
lency; and when we ſee Chriſt, we ſee the majeſty, 
the glory, and excellency of God. 

And ſo, beloved, when we read in ſcripture of 
God's countenance, it ſometimes teaches us what 
God is in reſpect of his favor to us, and as a man, 
by the form of his countenance, either ſhews his 
love or his hatred; ſo by God's countenance is 
ſometimes ſet forth (when it is ſpoken ot in a gra- 
cious manner) his love to his people ; thus the pal- 


miſt prays in the 4th pfalm and 6th verſe: 


There be many that ſay, who will ſhew us any 
„ good? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy 
7 * countenance upon us that is, manitelt thy love 
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to our ſouls, manifeſt thyſelf unto us as thou doſt 
not unto the world. The manifeſtations; then of 
divine love, the ſhewings forth of God's favor, 
the kiſſes of his mouth, the demonſtrations of his 
grace and favor to us; theſe are expreſſed by 
God's countenance. 

Nowall that God's people, all that a converted 
ſoul experiences of God's favor in this world, is 
but a token, an earneſt of what he is to enjoy in 
the world above; and therefore the enjoyment of 
heaven 1s to enjoy God's countenance, to have the 
ſmiles of his favor, and to have his countenance 
ſo lifted up upon us, that like the ſun, when it 
ſhineth in its ſtrength, we may behold his excellen- 
cy, be comforted and revived therewith, and rejoice 
forever in the full enjoyment of eternal glory. 

Now, ſays our text, now ſays your late miniſ- 
ter, in fixing on theſe words, The Lord hath 
% made known to me the ways of life.” I have 
© taſted that the Lord is good, I have been not only 
* an almoſt, but an altogether Chriſtian; I have 
not preached an unknown Chriſt, but I was hap- 

< pily made a partaker of that grace which I wiſhed 
to preach, that I wiſhed to extol, and which I 
* wiſhed to adorn the doctrine of; and now I am 
© going to a better world, the Lord will make 
me full of joy with his countenance.” 

It will be proper here to ob!-rve upon ſuch an 
occaſion as this, when the mortal of every one 
of us is brought to our view, 4) vain many 
things are that men are apt to ſeek joy in, but 
in the conception of which they are grandly and 
very much deceived. We find the covetous man 
thinks that riches will make him full of joy, 


bur, alas poor worldling! be is but graſping a 
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| ſhadow; riches make themſelves wings, aridflevaway; 


they profit not-in the day of wrath; Another man 
thinks that pleaſure will make him full of joy; bur, 


alas, what does he purſue? Look at the: fabBarh- | 


breaker, or a ſinner of any kind, when hethas en- 
Joyed what his heart wiſhed for, when he has en- 
joyed all, if he ſpeaks the truth, he muſt acknow- 
ledge there is a wretched vacuum which no 
creature can fill up. So the ambitious mah pur- 
ſues honor; one in one way, and another in ano: 
ther. But as the wiſe man ſays, it is true of all 
created things; “Vanity of vanities, all is va- 
% nity and vexation of ſpirit.” And the ſame is 
true of the mere profeſſion of religion, and of 
truſting in our own righteouſneſs ; nothing can 
make vs full of joy, nothing can fill us with hap. 
pineſs, but God's countenance. ' © Thou ſhale 
% make me full of joy with thy countenance.” 

Thoſe that have had the ſmalleſt experience of 
the excellency of Chriſt,” and that have had the 
holy Spirit take of the things of Chriſt and ſhew 
them to their ſouls, need not be told, that when 


this was done they were made full of joy. I hou” 


knoweſt, O chriſtian, there have been happy 

ſeaſons when under the word; when at the throne” 
of grace, when in the ſpirit of meditation, or per- 
haps in thy worldly buſineſs, thou haſt been en- 
abled to mount up as upon the wings of eagles, 

hadſt ſuch a view of Chriſt, that it has made thee 
full of 1 joy; thou haſt been ready to ſay, Be gone, 

thou vain world, and all thy enjoy ments; be gone 
from my mind. Thou haſt been ſatisfied with an 
intereſt in Chriſt, and with a view of God's coun- 
tenance; thou haſt been made full of joy. And 


ſo when Goch love is ſhed abroad in our. hearts, 
it 
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it makes us full of joy; when we have that, we 
deſpiſe the joy of the world. When we get into 
our dark unbelieving frames we are apt to turn to 
ſome broken ciſtern chat can hold no water; but 
let God lift upon the chriſtian the light of his 
countenance, and then he looks down with con- 
tempt upon all in the world, and ſays, What ſhould. 
it profit me if I was to gain the whole world, and 
lole my own foul? But the full enjoyment” of 
theſe words.are only to be found in heaven. When 
the ſoul of the believer departs, it enters immedi- 
ately into the preſence of God, and like the foul 
of Lazarus, is carried by angels into Abraham's 
boſom, and is there immediately filled with joy. 
Every thing that would diſturb it is eradicated, 
and the joy of God's ſalvation fills the whole ſoul. 
And thus, when the end of time is come, the 
fouls and bodies of all believers will be reunited, 
and then with God's countenance they ſhall be 
made full of joy, becauſe every thing of a diſa- 
greeable and diſturbing; kind ſhall be deſtroyed. 
Now, chriſtian, thy ſorrow is, that thou carrieſt 
about a body of ſin and death; thou art ſaying, 
« O wretched man that 1 am, who ſhall daliver 
me from the body of this death.“ Now thou 


art afflicted with the temptations of ſatan, fre- 


quently-blaſphemous thoughts are injected into thy 
mind, and thou - meeteſt with many croſs provi- 
dences, and great troubles from the world; but yet 
a little while and thou ſhalt come into the preſence 
af God, then the body of ſin ſhall never trouble 
thee, more, then ſatan ſhall tempt thee no more, 
then the world ſhall no more harraſs thee, the le- 
proſy in the walls of the houſe ſhall then be eradi- 
cated, 2 the houſe will be pulled down; the 
43 7 | earthly 
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joyed. Thou ſhalt have God's love fully revealed 


1 22 J 
earthly houſe of this tabernacle ſhall be diſſolved, 
and thou ſhalt have an habiration in the world 
above, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens ; then thou wilt be full of joy with 


God's countenance: becauſe the perfection of thoſe 
earneſts thou haſt had in this world ſhall be en- 


to thee, the beauty of Chriſt abundaatly diſplayed; 
thou ſhalt know as thou art known, that which is 
in part ſhall be done away. Thy whole employ- 
ment ſhall be to ſing, Salvation to God and the 
„Lamb,“ to tune thy golden harp, and to ſay, 
with all the ele& of God, Worthy is the Lamb 
« that was ſlain, for he hath redeemed us to God 
* by his blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
« and people, and nation, and hath made us 
kings and prieſts. unto God.” And then thou 
ſhalt be full of joy with God's countenance, with 
the glorious viſion, and with all that happineſs, 
which it is impoſſible even to conceive, much leſs 
to ſpeak fully of, but which God has _—_— for 
them that love him. 

Long ere now, our dear brother, whoſe death 
occaſions us thus to ſpeak, has experienced the 
truth of theſe words; he is now more full of joy 
with God's countenance, than we can have the 


leaſt conception of. It is with him as it was with 


an excellent miniſter that long ſince died, whoſe 
name was Bolton: when he came to his death bed, 
his friends and pariſhioners - who had heard him 
preach, and that had often found him ſpeaking of 
the exceeding comforts of Chriſt to thole that 
truſted in him, deſired to know then, whether it 
was ſo with his ſoul, as'he had before declared it 


was with Chriſt's ſheep in general, and his anſwer 
Was, 
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was, I am exceedingly filled with comfort; I am 
* more happy than my breath will allow meto declare, 
And like another, who, when he was drawing near 
to death, appeared to be ſo much compoſed, that all 
his friends were amazed, and they could not con- 
ceive how it was poſſible that he ſhould be ſo eaſy, 
when death ſtared him in the face; and his anſwer 
was, I have put my truſt in that excellent pro- 
* miſe, where it is ſaid, Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed upon thee, 
* becauſe he truſteth in-thee.* And he declared, 
that his God had not only enabled him to put his 
© truſt in that promiſe, but that he now found it 
* abundantly made good to his ſoul.“ And thus 
it was with him of whom we have juſt been ſpeak- 
ing, before his departure; but how much more 
now, in yonder happy world, where forrow and 
ſighing are abſolute ſtrangers, where fin and a 
tempting devil dare not ſhew their heads: how 
richly is he filled with joy, even to perfection, from 
an enjoyment of God's countenance! 

It is time now that I ſhould haſten towards a 
cloſe, after thus briefly and imperfectly ſpeaking 
from theſe words, by taking ſome particular no- 
tice reſpecting our deceaſed brother, and that which 
more immediately appertains to him. And it will 
not be my province on the preſent occaſion, to be 
laviſh in my praiſes of him, as a man, nor ſo much 
as to intimate that he was perfect, far be this from 
me; I will venture to affirm, that if he was now 
upon earth, it would grieve him that ſuch a 
thought'ſhould be entertained : We conclude, chat 
he had his infirmities, that he was a man or: like 
paſhons with you and me, that a body of ſin often 

troubled 


tinued on this fide Jordan; and ſuffice it to ſay, 
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troubled him; it was his burden as long as he con- 


inſtead of many encomiums, that for about ten 
years he had known the things of God, and hap- 


Pily experienced them in his own foul, and that 


near ſeven of that ten he preached the everlaſting 
goſpel; was honored to be an ambaſſador of Chriſt, 
and was very uſeful both to ſaints and ſinners, in 
the courſe of that miniſtry, 1935 

As a chriſtian, we have reaſon to believe that he 
lived much nearer 'to God than many of us do, 
and perhaps we were not worthy to looſe the latchet 
of his ſhoe. . But this ſhall paſs, and let me only 
fay, that there was abundant cauſe to conclude that 
he died in the Lord. Bear with me, it I only 
fay that he was a chriſtian, and walked worthy of 
his character, excluding infirmities, which are 
common to us all; and ſaying that, is ſaying much 
indeed; for a chriſtian is the higheſt character of 
all beings, God and Chriſt only excepted ; an 
angel is not ſo great as a chriſtian, for a chriſtian is 
a king and a prieſt unto God; he is a child of 
God, he is a brother of Chriſt, and the angels 
are the miniſtring ſervants of all the ſaints. Ir is 
allo needful to add that it was my happineis to viſit 


him frequently in the time of his illneis, both when 


in the country for the air, and afterwards when he 
returned to town; and that in all theſe. times he 


appeared to be happy in his foul; there ſeemed to 


be no reaſon to repent that he had walked in the 
ways of God, or that he had fo faithfully ſerved 


his maſter, but he was enabled to 'rejoice in God, 
Satan was not ſuffered to buffet him, as he buffets 


many of the ſaints ; but on the contrary, he was 


enabled to triumph in his God; he Tonged to de- 
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part, and to be with Chriſt, which is much better; 
and his language was, When will the happy hour 
arrive? | | . 

There were many of his friends that viſited him, 
who heard many excellent things from his mouth, 
which may be profitable juſt to mention; and we 
will endeavour to take ſome ſuitable notice of. 

One of his friends, in the latter part of his ill- 

neſs, was with him, and he ſaid to that friend, I 
am going, but bleſſed be God, I am not driven 
© away,” referring to that expreſſion in the fcrip- 
ture, „the wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
* neſs, but the righteous hath hope in his death,” 
intimating that he had hope in his death. And ſo 
at another time when he had been ſleeping, and 
awoke, finding his friends about him, he faid, 
* Whether we live, we are the Lord's; or whether 
* wedie, we are the Lord's; ſo then living or dying, 
* we are the Lord's :* and he was enabled ſtill to 
rejoice in his God, to triumph in his mercy, faying, 
* The Lord's portion is his people; and he com- 
pared himſelf to a child that is fatigued with his 
puerile amuſements, and deſites to be put to reſt 
by his parents; ſo he was tired with all he had 
met with in this world, and defired to be taken to 
that reſt which remaineth for the people of God : 
and when his friends were taking leave of him, 
they ſaid, Friends muſt part, but fouls united to 
* Chriſt ſhall never part.“ And his anſwer was, 
Friends united to Chriſt ſhall meet again.“ And 
ſo the whole ſcope of his expreſſions was abun- 
dantly calculated to declare the confidence and juy 
On the Thurſday before the Monday on which 
be died, ſome of his friends viſited and fat Up 
4 D Wi 


26 J 


with him, at which time he expreſſed much con- | 


cern at his departure; on this account: That it 
would be a heavy ſtroke to the church; but he ex- 
horted them to cleave together in love. 
The Friday after that, he was inſenſible; a 
certain delirium had affected his faculties; and when 
the deacons attended him, they were much con- 
cerned to find him, after being ſo happy, deprived 
of, the proper uſe of his ſens, and the» prayed 


' earneſtly to God that he might ſtill be gracious, 


and ſhew him the ſame loving kindneſs and tokens 
for gogd as he had ſhewn before; but they went 
down full of heavineſs, fearing their prayers would 


not be heard; but ere they went out of the houſe, 


they heard their beloved miniſter ſay, © Let us 
pray,“ and ſpeaking with ſo loud a voice, that 
they could hear him below; and in the midſt of 
his delirium, though his mind was then diſordered, 
they declared he prayed with ſuch correctneſs, pro- 

riety, and weight of expreſſion, that they had 
ſcarcely ever heard from the mouth of man; and 
the principal ſubject of his prayer appeared to be 
Ä the mercy of God, for allowing us liberty 
of canicience, to fit down under our own vines, 
and under our own fig-trees, and none be ſuffered 
to fill us wich fear; and like a man that already 
had got, as it were within a ſtep of the world of 
ſpirits, he was led particularly to ſpeak of God, 
as à ſpirit, and of worſhipping God in ſpirit and 
in truth; and he appears to have concluded his 
prayer with deſiring God to give us a right ſenſe of 
Jeſu's dying love (a good prayer) and with pray- 
ing that we might be joined in one heart, united 


in one Chriſt, and ſpend in the ſame union, an 


everlaſting eternity together. And thus he _ 
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his prayer, beſeeching the Lord to bleſs his chutch 
to the praife of the glory of his grace for ever and 
ever. e | 

And, which is not a'little extraordinary, when 
he had ended his prayer, in about five minutes 
after, according to the account given, he called 
for che Bible, (like one that was ftill thinking 
upon his miniſterial work) deſiring them to turn 
to rhe 35th chapter of Ifaiah, and there took par- 
ticular notice of the laſt verſe; after ſome time he 
called upon them to hear the good word of God, 
which was recorded by the ' prophet Iſaiah, and 
written with the finger of the divine and eternal 
Spitit z and he repeated to them that excellent ex- 
preſſion in the before cited laſt verſe of the chap- 
ter: © The ranfomed of the Lord fhall return 
« and come to Zion with fongs and everlaſtin 
é joy upon their heads, they fhall obrain joy an 
* pladneſs, and forrow and ſighing fhall flee 
& away.” How fuicable a text was this, brethren, 
for .a, miniſter to die with in his mouth? It 
was a proof of God's goodneſs to him, that when 
thus near his end, be ſhould be enabled in che 
midſt of a delirium, to apply himſelf te fo excel- 
lent a portion of ſcripture. n 

He appears in that ſituation to have had a deſire 
ſill to preach to his people, and therefore he began 
with ſaying, * That human life h Known to 
pafs away, and that in the preſent lifq e are apt 
to be fond of carnal amuſements, but that the 


word of God, the facred writings were the 
ground of truth, the pillar of hope and eternal 
« falvation ; and that Chriſt hath the keys of 
death and hell; he operterty and none can ſhut, 
and he ſhutteth and none can open; and thus he 
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went on in the ſame ſpirit in a variety of expreſſions 
that could not be well attended to; and declared, 
at other times, That his warfare was accom- 
* pliſhed;* and till prayed, © That the Lord might 
be the guide of his people, that he might go be- 
© fore them and lead them in the right way, and 
© be. their God and their guide even unto death.” 
This ſhall ſuffice, my brethren, as a few hints among 
many. others that might be given, reſpecting this 
Matter. 

We have not now ſo much to do with the dead 
as with the living, let our dear brother reſt there, 
with this declaration; That a great man is fallen in 
Iſrael, and that it is in our wiſdom to ſay, Let 
* me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
« laſt end be like his. And allow me now to at- 
tempt-an improvement of theſe things, by obſerv- 
4 ing, firſt, to them embers of the church in particular, 
1 and to thoſe who were once bleſſed under their late 
paſtor's miniſtry ; in what way they ſhould endea- 
vor to improve this providence, 

Firſt, let me beſeech you, dearly beloved bre- 

thren, upon this melancholy occaſion, as God has 
1 widowed your church, and bereaved you of your 
14 miniſter, be concerned that this providence may 
| | be ſanctified to you; it calls loudly on you to forget 
[ | the things which are behind, and to preſs forward 
14 towards the mark, for the prize of the high calling 
| of God in Chriſt Jeſus, It tells you in plain terms, 
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| that death will be your portion very ſhortly, and 
you ſhould be concerned therefore, that by this 
providence God may quicken you, may draw you 
more above the world, may fix your affections 
more on things above, and that you may be ” 
| 8 able 
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abled to live more to his praiſe, to his konor, and 


And, let me intreat you, Secondly, To re- 


member that which was the exhortation of your 
dying miniſter himſelf, . Cleave together in love;“ 
be not eaſily moved to wander here and there, but 
go on praying to your God, ſeeking of him a mi- 
niſter; and though gifts and abilities of various 
kinds are uſeful, yet it is God alone that can make 
2 miniſter fit tor you, To him, therefore look, 
that he may give you a paſtor after his own 
heart. 


Let me add, Thirdly, That you ſhould remem- 
ber you muſt ſhortly follow your miniſter, and 
you cannot tell how ſoon it may be, peradventure 
this night ſome of your ſouls may be required of 
you; and remember then, you muſt give an ac- 
count; and if you are found hypocrites in Zion, 
your late miniſter will | be a ſwift witneſs againſt 
you ; know that, though you may now paſs well 
in the church, the omniſcience of God will find 
you out, and with all your fair appearance you will 
have the portion of hypocrites and unbelievers. 
But I hope better things of many of thoſe to whom 
I now ſpeak, and things which accompany ſalva- 
Vion. | 
Let thoſe alſo that are real chriſtians, remem- 
ber that they muſt ſoon follow, and if fo, let them 
be more concerned to be found ready, to be found 
with their lamps trimmed, with oil in them; let 
us be ſtirred up by this providence : I beſeech yor, 
brethren, to attend to the voice of it ; calls upou 


you to gird up the loins of your minds, to be {ober, 
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to watch, and to pray, and to M your ſtaves in 
your hand to put your ſhoes upon your feet; to 
put on the whole armour of God; and to be vi- 
gilant more than ever in Hghting' the battles of 
the Lord. 

This alſo is bd kptbeembeht of the loſs of 
your miniſter; hold faſt that truth which he preach- 
ed, and attend to thoſe precepts that were the ſub- 
ject of his exhortations; hold faſt that form of 
found words z take heed of denying the divinity of 
Chriſt ; take heed of ſwerving from the doctrine 
of the Trinity; take heed of rejecting the doc- 
trine of the new birth, or of calling « 2 enthu- 
ſiaſm; take heed of turning aſide from the doc- 
trine of imputed righteouſneſs ; hold faſt the doc- 
rrine of the ſaints perſeverance, ard ſubmit to the 
fovereignty of God; and not only hold theſe faſt, 
* _—_— concerned to experience them more and 

For it is not theſe truths, (excellent as 
— are} but the experience of 'them, that is at- 
tended with eternal ſal vation. 

vill juſt obſerve by way of final concluſion; 
. that there is a certain improvement of this pro- 
vidence which every one of us ſhould make, we 
may ſay to all thoſe whom cutioſity has broughr 
dia Whom went you out to fee ? or“ what went 

vou out to ſee? 'A- reed ſhaken with the wind?“ 
We live in a day when curioſity will bring profeſ- 
ſors here and there, and the word of God itſelf will 
ſearee affect them at all. But as you are here, let 
me embrace the preſent opportunity; a good im- 
provement of this is, that we ſhould confider we 
are mortal; and are we living like thofe that are 
mortal ? are we giving diligence to make our owt 
calling and election fure? Do we make religion 
| our 
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our principal buſineſs? Are the concerns of eter- 
nity. what we are moſt concerned about ? or are 
we turning our backs upon Chriſt? If this be thy 
caſe, ſinner, what wilt thou do in an hour of death? 
Thou mult die as our dear brother has died. But, 
what ! die without an intereſt in Chriſt? without 
pardon by his blood? without intereſt in his righ» 
teouſneſs? Where wilt thou hide thy guilty head ? 
Ah, how dreadful will be thy puniſhment! thou 
hadſt better never have been born. And it is thy 
wiſdom now © to give neither fleep to thine eyes, 
* nor (lumber to thine eyelids,” till thou haſt ſome 
reaſon to hope that thou knoweſt what it is to be 
born again. E af 
Further, we may all. ſce from this the exceeding 
ſinfulneſs of fin ; there would be no death if there 
was no. ſin: ſin takes from us our miniſters; fin + 
takes from us our children; ſin takes from us ur 
parents, our huſbands, our wives; {in is the cauſe 
of a world of evil, and fin will damn millions of 
fouls. And is this that which we are ſo fond of? 
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ly Is this what we roll as a ſweet morſel under our 
* Mtongues? Remember, when thou cleaveſt to fin, 
8 inner, thou art hugging a ſerpent to thy breaſt, 


and it thou art not enabled by grace to caſt it 
rom thee, it will ſting thee to all eternity. Let 
us all learn from this alſo, the uncertainty of all 
the things of time, the vanity of the preſent world; 


11 Fine excellency of true religion, and how much we 
er Whould prize a precious Chriſt. And ſhould it 
ot induce every one of us to cleave to him with 
V 


ull purpoſe of heart, if we know any thing of 
im; but if we know nothing of him, let us re- 
ember that we are in the gall of bitterneſs, 
aud in the bonds of iniquity; there is but a ſtep 
between 
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between us and hell; and if we live and die in 
that condition, except we repent,” we ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh. 8 
But brethren, conſider, Now is the accepted 
te time, now is the day of ſalvation;“ now we 
have the goſpel, but we do not know how long 
we may have it; ſuch providences as theſe ſhould 
make the church prize the goſpel ; God takes 
away his ambaſſadors, and we have reaſon then 
to fear, leſt he ſhould take his goſpel from us, for we 
abuſe it in a wretched manner. 85 
It is well known that when a monarch calls his 
ambaſſadors from a foreign court, it is often a ſign 
he is about to go to war with that court; and. ſo 
when God takes away his miniſters, we have rea» 
ſon to fear that he is angry with us, and that our 


ways do not pleaſe him, We have reaſon to pray 


earneſtly that God may avert all impending judg- 
ments; to prize the goſpel that we now have, to 
rejoice in the Joyful ſound, and fo to live in this 
world that we may live for ever; ſo to live that we 
may have a happy exit, like our dear brother; 
that for us to live, may be Chriſt, and then to die 
will be gain; and that we at laſt may fully fee the 
paths of life, and be filled with joy from God's 
countenance, may triumph for ever in the multi- 
tude of his mercies, may abound and be fruitful 
in every good word and work, to the praiſe and 
glory of God, to whom be praiſe rendered toy 
ever and ever. Amen. * 
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T was a wiſe, a godly, and an excellent prayer 
of : Moſes, the man of God, *©* So teach us to 
* number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
% unto wiſdom” becauſe to rightly number our 
days, to conſider our own mortality, and to apply 
our hearts to that Jeſus who is the wiſdom, as well 
as the power of God, that he may ſave us from 
ſin and death, is our - higheſt wiſdom, and out 
trueſt happineſs. TY 
The voice of providence frequently calls upon 
us thus to attend the concerns of mortality and 
eternity; but in the preſent inſtance ſpeaks to us 
with a very pathetic voice; in the death, not only 
of a fellow mortal, but a fellow chriſtian, and that 
a lively one; in the death of a faithful miniſter. 
and ambaſſidor of Chriſt, who is King of kings, 
and Lord of lords. 
Death is ſo mercileſs a foe, that, when the ful- 
neſs of time is come, it ſpares none; high and 
low, rich and poor, old and young, kings and 
beggars, the godly and ungodly, ſaints and ſin- 
ners, the uſeleis and the 5 prophets and 1 
E tles 


tles, eee d 1 jg are e alike fab 
ject to the malignant attacks of the king of ter- 
rors ; and we live in a day, when in a remarkable 
manner the righteous periſh, and no man layeth 
it to heart p-gone conſidering that he is taken from 
the evil to ebme. Miniſters, in a ſtriking man- 
ner, have been taken from us within theſe few 
years; of late, widowed churches have been very 
common, and our dear brother's deceaſe has added 
to the number: his death (though our loſs) is 
his eternal gain; for him we have no reaſon to 
ſorrow, as thoſe that are without hope. For 
them 2 fleep i in Jeſus will God bring with 
Him!“ ” e Y 
© His -- #029 new perfectly happy put, which not lon 
ſimce was impriſoned, in a body of clay, is handed 
ſaſe on the heavenly ſhore, above the reach of every 
ſtorm; © where the wicked ceaſe from troubliag, 
and the weary are for ever at reſt . 
Long ere now he is clothed with white rpbes, 2: 
palm of victory fills his hand; a crqun of gold 
covers his head, and he is now tuning his harp of 
gold, and ſtoging, Worthy is the Lamb that 
«+ Was ſlain; for he hath 'redeemed us unto: God 
by his blood, out of every kindred and 
tongue, and nation, and people, and hath made 
<< 18 Kings and prieſts unto God z”* and his ſoul, 
— on this ſide Jordan, anticipated the divine 
Thus it is — all thoſe who follow the 
+ 2 For, ** Bleſſed are the dead which die in 
Ahe Lord; yea, ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt 
rom their labors, and their works follow 
them.“ When the chriſtian. dies, his ſpirit re- 
toras to Fe that gave wat _ is carried: by 


angels 
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angels into Abraham's. boſom, to be for ever happy 
in the. preſence of God, where is fullneſs of joy, 
*and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for ever- 
more; and when the greatreſurrection-day comes 
the ſcattered atoms of their duſt ſhall be recollected, 
their ſouls and bodies re- united; and it. ſhall be ſaid 
unto them, with a voice that ſhall raviſh their 
hearts, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, enter 
« into the kingdom prepared for you from the 
« foundation of the world.” ihe a Ra aha 

But, ah ! how , unſpeakably . miſerable are they 
who die out of Chtiſt, who know not God nor 
themſelves, and are ſtrangers to the experience of 
God's. people ? They muſt die alſo, and their ſpirit 
return to God; tho not to be happy, but mileray 
ble for ever. And in the laſt day both ſoul and 


body ſhall be fixed at the left hand of the judge, 


and to them it will be ſaid. Depart from me, 
ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
e the devil and his angels.“ And who amongſt 
us can dwell with everlaſting burnings? Can our 
hearts endure, or our hands be ſtrong in the day 
when the Lord ſhall contend with us? Have 
we an arm like God? or can we thunder with 4 
voice like him? | 2 Nay 

And experience teaches us that no age is exempt 
from death, no appearance of health or youth. is 
lufficient. to inſure us that this night our ſouls ſhall 
not be required of us. Our dear brother, whole 
duſt now lays before. us, was taken away in the 
very prime of life; and he that now ſpeaks to 
you, has an only child, an infant, now lying dead 
at his houſe; and ſome ate taken away in the moſt 
ſudden manner: It is ſaid of Anacreon, that he 
died drinking; of Fe that he died eating a 


2 * "TAKES 


2 ( 36 ] 

cake ; Cardinal Colunna, eating figs ; of Xeuxis 
the painter, that he expired laughing at the paint- 
ing of an old woman he had to finiſh; of Auguſ- 
tus, that he died paying a compliment; and of 
Claudius the. emperor, that his death was occa- 


ſioned by putting a feather to his throat. 


And is it true that death is ſo certain, and the time 
of death fo uncertain? how is it then, my fellow 
mortals, that, as the hymn ſays, | 


86 So unconcern'd we 
pon the brink of death?“ 


Remember, my friends; that our faces will 
ſhortly wax pale, our nerves will become unſtrung, 


our blood will ceaſe its citculation, and the place 


which now knows us, will know us no more. And 
are we prepared to meet our God? Do we know 
what it is to be born again? Have we fled to 
Chriſt for refuge? If ſo, it will be happy for 
us. 5 | | 3%; 2 | } ++) 
Such of you, my dear brethren, who were con- 


n with our departed brother in church-fellow- 
5 are particularly affected toith, and ſpoken 7o, 
by this awful providence; you have loſt a beloved 
miniſter and paſtor, and it will be your wiſdom {to 
enquire wherefore the Lord doth thus contend with 
you. Perhaps you thought too much of your mi- 


niſter ; or it may be, you did not ſufficiently prize 
bim; we are apt either ro prize God's miniſters 


too much or too little. Whether this be the caſe 


or not, I am perſuaded you will allow that you 
have not duly prized the word of God, which, 
from time to time, he delivered to you. Let this 
humble you, and yet rejoice, my brethren, that 
i 14D a | 2 Je ſus, 
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Jeſus, the great biſhop of fouls, ever lives, and 
he is able to ſupply all our wants. 
And now, my honored brethren and fathers in 
the miniſtry, I know you will bear with me, if I 
obſerve that this bereaving providence ſpeaks in a 
liar manner to us; it reminds us that we muſt 
ſhortly follow our dear brother; and it ſhould 
make us more zealous in the work of the miniſ- 
try, and more valiant. for the truth upon earth x 
neither ſhould any thing we meet with in this 
world move us, ſo that we may finiſh our courſe 
with joy; let us defire, like Auguſtine, to 
die aut precantem, aut predicaniem, either prayi 
or preaching z and let all preſent, remember leah 
and judgment, If we are waſhed 'in the blood of 
Chriſt, if we are juſtified in his righteouſneſs, 
ſantified by God's Spirit, then we may rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God, and may ſay, O 
« Death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is 
« thy victory? The ſting of death is fin, and 
« the ſtrength of ſin is the law ; and thanks be 
« to God who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” _ ONT OT ION 
Let us now by prayer and ſupplication, call 
upon God, that he may bleſs us with grace here, 
and glory hereafter. 
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N. B. As it was not expected that the Oration would be 
publiſhed, a conſiderable part of what was then delivered, is of 
neceſſity omitted, 
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The Saviour from eternal wrath. ' 
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III. 


Thy ſovereign grace to me makes known, 
Thou art the way of life alone: 

The great high road to joy and Peace, 
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IV. 


This grand effect of grace divine, 
Which is by bleſt experience mine, 
Shall raiſe the triumph of my ſong, 
Whene'er I join the heav'nly throng. 


V. 


My body ſoon muſt droop and die, 
And then my ranſom'd ſoul ſhall fly, 
To fully praiſe the great I am, 

Th' eternal God and wond'rous Lamb. 


VI. 


hen death and hell will he deſtroy, 
ind make me full of bliſs and joy; 

hen I ſhall tune my harp of gold, 
Vhile I his countenance behold. 


( 


By S. Be, 
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